
THE MAN WHO HAD IT ALL…ALMOST 

Luke 12:13-21 

 

Living God’s Word—A Walk Through The Bible 

September 28, 2014 

Pastor Nathan J. Thompson 

 

I read an article one time written by two Christian psychologists who mentioned the fact that 

when questioned, Americans today most frequently mention their financial situation as their 

reason for being happy or unhappy.  This article went on to say that people at most every income 

level, except the very top, think that just 10 or 20 percent more would bring more fulfillment. 

 

This kind of thinking, of course, which has often been termed the “American Dream,” has pretty 

much been bred into us.  Our society has taught us from a very young age that more is better; 

that one’s status, worth and success in life is measured by how much one makes or has.   

 

We have been bombarded in the media with messages that being successful; being sexy; being 

happy means driving a certain kind of car; wearing certain designer brands of clothes; drinking a 

certain kind of beverage; taking vacations in certain places. 

 

The Bible lesson for today from St. Luke’s Gospel (we continue our walk through the New 

Testament) tells the story of how one day Jesus was asked by a man to be the administrator of 

his father’s estate; to divide up his father’s inheritance between he and his brothers.   

 

Very wisely I’m sure Jesus refused to get mixed up in this family dispute.  He knew all too well 

how touchy and sensitive these kinds of money matters can be. 

 

I am reminded of a comic I once saw which showed a number of people gathered in a lawyer’s 

office listening to the reading of a loved one’s will.  The family all looked kind anxious and 

greedy to hear what their share of the inheritance would be.  As they listened intently the lawyer 

read from the will, “I, John Doe, being of sound mind, spent it all.” 

 

Jesus decided instead to use this situation to teach the people.  He said, “Watch out!  Be on your 

guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of one’s possessions.”  

Explaining this further Jesus told them a parable about a rich man; a rich man whose land 

brought forth so plentifully that he had nowhere to store his bumper crop. 

 

He therefore decided he would pull down his barns and build larger ones to store all his grain 

and goods.  In doing this the man believed he would have the good life.  He would then have 

financial security for many years to come so he could be at ease; he could relax, eat, drink and 

be merry. 

 

Yet just as he seemed to have it all; just as he seemed to have the security he coveted God said to 

him.  “You fool!  This very night your life will be demanded from you.  Then who will get what 

you have prepared for yourself?”  Jesus concludes, “This is how it will be with those who store 

up things for themselves but are not rich toward God.” 

 



It is obvious that the one thing this rich fool had not planned for was death; he had to learn the 

hard way that material wealth is never a permanent possession.  This man had centered his 

whole existence on finding the good life yet in the end he had absolutely nothing to call his own.  

Death disclosed his complete poverty. 

 

Jesus was emphasizing in this parable that the only real happiness and security in life is to be 

rich in the things of God.  The fatal mistake which the rich fool made was that he was never able 

to see much beyond himself.  His goals were centered mostly on satisfying his own needs, not on 

those essential things of God which last unto eternal life. 

 

Now as you and I, my friends, listen to this parable of Jesus I’m sure our defenses are already 

beginning to work.  We say to ourselves, “Well it certainly is good that I’m not at all like the rich 

fool since I’m really not that wealthy.”  We may also say, “I can’t be like the rich fool because I 

take time for church; I give some of my money away; my life is not just focused on me.” 

 

Yet the truth is we really cannot defend ourselves against these words of Jesus.  In fact, he 

intended them for us just as much as for those he addressed that day.  Jesus then wants to warn 

each of us about a sinful condition called covetousness; this ever-present desire for more and 

more things.  A basic life truth is that the more we think we need the less thankful and satisfied 

we generally are with the abundance of stuff we already have, and are blessed with. 

 

Lloyd Ogilvie, pastor for many years at Hollywood Presbyterian Church, wrote a book many 

years ago titled, “Making Stress Work for You.”  In this book he tells the story of a married 

couple in his congregation who had a great deal in common with the rich fool in this parable. 

 

This couple’s situation could be described as a typical middle class marriage, recognizing of 

course that there is no such thing today as a typical anything.  These two however fit many of the 

stereotypes; they were comfortably situated in life; financially secure; seemed to have it all. 

 

Underneath this decorative façade, though, were two restless and frustrated individuals.  They 

believed that life should actually be so much more for them than it had thus far given.  The 

husband had held a very stressful job where he felt extreme pressure and an increased sense of 

burnout.  On the other hand, the wife was plagued with a series of nagging health problems. 

 

Finally in a fit of despair the couple came to Pastor Ogilvie for help, admitting to him that they 

would not be able to get better on their own.  It didn’t take much digging to find the basic 

problem.  The core cause of their frustration and dissatisfaction was that both the husband and 

wife had become extremely caught up with themselves; they were so overwhelmed with the 

issues and wants in their own existence that they were unable to give to anyone else. 

 

They did go to church most every Sunday yet they made almost no attempt to live out their faith 

during the week.  They pretty much had no understanding of what it means to share the love and 

grace of Jesus Christ with anyone else.  They had mostly turned inward on themselves, giving 

virtually nothing away; reaching out to no one. 

 

When Pastor Ogilvie confronted them about their isolation and selfishness he quickly learned 

this was not what these good people wanted to hear.  They rather wanted some kind of quick fix, 



some spiritual pill.  Instead he told them that their whole lifestyle was destructive; it reeked of 

selfishness; everything was mostly turned in upon themselves. 

 

A few days later the couple returned for another counseling session.  They admitted to Pastor 

Ogilvie, “We were very upset after the last conversation.  So upset that we could hardly sleep 

that night.  Yet it finally struck us that what you were saying was true.  We are beginning to 

realize how irrelevant and uncaring our lives have become.” 

 

“We spend more money on clothes, hairdressers, golf and dinners than we have ever given to the 

ministry of Christ in the church or the world.  Our vacations cost more than we’ve ever given to 

world hunger.  We have spent almost everything we have on us.  We have realized that our 

friends never call us when they are in trouble.  They must think that we are incredibly self-

centered and they are right.  We want to change; we want to learn how to give instead of just 

taking.” 

 

Pastor Ogilvie then suggested to them that they try a new way of living.  His challenge to them 

contained three parts: first they had to make a commitment to spend fifteen minutes a day in 

communication with God.  Five minutes could be for prayers of thanksgiving; five minutes for 

Bible reading; then five minutes for prayers of intercession for others.  Ogilvie calls this 

approach to spiritual growth “Fifteen Minutes To Freedom.” 

 

Second the couple was to commit themselves to giving ten percent of their income to the 

mission of Christ in the church.  They were to become tithers as the Bible instructs us to be.  

Behaving very much like the rich fool in the parable, they had let greed replace sacrifice; taking 

had crowded out giving.  They now became tithers instead of tippers. 

 

Third, they committed themselves to spending some time each week ministering to people who 

have needs.  It is never enough in our spiritual journeys to simply give money; we are also called 

to give of ourselves personally to those who are hurt and abandoned in our world.  As they 

learned to share their faith more effectively, this couple also joined a Bible study so that their 

growth would be disciplined. 

 

The meaning of life, Jesus says in this parable, is not found in bigger barns; in larger estates; in a 

life of pleasure and ease.  Rather, it is found in giving; in a commitment to something larger than 

ourselves.  Each one of us is blessed to be a blessing.  Meaning does not spring from the quantity 

of our possessions but from the quality of our relationships—starting first of course with a solid 

on-going relationship with Jesus.   

 

How about you, my dear friend?  Are you caught in the web of trying to find life in yourself; in 

the things of this world?  Are there times you feel that your life is unfulfilled; unhappy; out of 

control?  Is Jesus just a nice story in church or do you really know him? 

 

My friends, Jesus told this parable to remind us of what is most important in life.  Let us commit 

our lives to Jesus by faith; may we live for his values and purposes.  Let us never forget the 

parable of the rich fool who had it all…almost. 

 

 


